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9th GRADE SUMMER INDEPENDENT READING PROJECT – “Night” by Elie Wiesel 

DUE SEPTEMBER 2020 (FIRST DAY OF THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR) 
 

This project is worth:  200 project grade points for 1st Marking Period.                                                                                                                                         
This project is composed of 2 elements:  novel guide = 100 points and project = 100 points  

 

Directions:  Every student is required to complete the following 2 activities supporting the novel selected for                                                                              
        Independent SUMMER reading.   Everyone must complete Activities #1 and #2.                                                                                                            

 

• REQUIRED ACTIVITY #1 worth 100 points:  Every student is required to complete the novel guide.                                                                    
Be sure to write in complete sentences.  You can find the questions on the next page. Recommend writing on 
loose-leaf paper or type. 

 

• REQUIRED ACTIVITY #2 worth 100 points:  Every student is required to complete a visual project.                                                                
Choose 1 project from the options below. 

 

Involving art: 
➢ Create a collage on the themes/ideas presented in your book. Give it a title, such as “A Search for 

Identity,” “Growing Up”/etc. Remember, the theme is the main idea, often the lesson, that the author 
wants you to think about when reading the book. (Poster-sized; collage must cover the whole poster) 

 

➢ Create a monthly wall calendar with a series of memorable scenes. Each month should have an 
illustration/picture and a caption, in addition to the dates and days/etc. (Do all 12 months.) If you’re 
able to include specific events from the novel on the calendar, then do so (Ex: character’s birthday is 
March 6.) 

 

➢ Draw a cartoon strip showing the main parts of the story. This should have at least five frames. 
 

Involving writing:  WRITE NEATLY OR TYPE 
➢ Write a magazine or newspaper-type review (critiquing and discussing) on your novel. Examine reviews 

of other books in magazines/newspapers to give you ideas on form/etc.  
 

➢ Create a resume, cover letter, and reference list for a main character in your novel.  
 

➢ Turn your novel into a short play. Write the screenplay (script) complete with stage directions and 
recommend actors and actresses to play each main part. 

 

Involving technology: 
➢ Design and build a web page or Power Point about your book; include a synopsis/summary (don’t give 

the ending away!), introductions to main characters, and other information and graphics/images to 
“sell” your book so others will want to read it. 

 

➢ Use Power Point to create a slide show of pictures that represent people, places, and things in your 
novel. Set these images to music. 

 
 

WARNING:  If any portion of this Project is plagiarized, a grade of 0 will be given,  
Parents will be contacted, afterschool detention will be administered. 



 

9th Grade Novel Guide         All answers must be well developed and written/typed in complete sentences. 

1. Author 

2. Date of publication 

3. Explain the title's significance and how it relates the story as a whole. 

4. Setting 

a) describe the time and place 

b) what is significant about the setting 

5. Themes 

a) Identify the major theme(s) 

6. Character 

a) For each major character in the work do the following: 

1. give a brief character description 

2. relay one specific significant incident that involves that character 

3. discuss that character’s importance/significant impact as a whole 

7. Identify the major conflicts in the work, describe in detail. 

8. Beginnings & Endings 

a) Describe the opening scene of the novel.   

b) Describe the closing scene of the novel. 

c) Does the ending wrap up or resolve the plot?  Explain. 

9. Identify one symbol used in the book.  Explain how it is was used in the book. 

10. In what way can you connect this book to your life? 

11. What scenes/characters/parts of the text did you like/hate the most?  Why? 

12. Who would you recommend this book to?
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